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Caroline County Department of Public Works - Solid Waste Division
12613 Mill Creek Road
Ruther Glen, VA 22546
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RECYCLING
W

INTRODUCTION

hat is recycling? True
recycling is a series of
activities by which materials
ready to be discarded are
instead separated from the
waste stream, collected, sorted,
processed, and converted
into new materials and then
used in the production of
new products. Collecting
and processing secondary
materials, manufacturing
recycled-content products,
and then purchasing recycled
products creates a circle or
loop that ensures the overall
success and value of recycling.
Americans generate about
254 million tons of trash a
year. Of this, approximately 86
million tons, or about 34.3%,
was recycled or composted. A
low number considering that
the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) estimates that
75% of our waste stream could
be recycled.

Caroline County encourages
all of her citizens to utilize
the recycling resources made
available by the Department
of Public Works - Solid Waste
Division. Caroline County
Solid Waste operates seven
convenience sites located in
strategic locations throughout
the County. Each of these
sites are equipped with “Single
Stream” recycling boxes to
allow different recyclables to
be placed in one container.
The Virginia General Assembly
has adopted legislation
which sets recycling rates
for communities. Unless
otherwise exempt, each city,
county, or town is mandated to
achieve a recycling rate of 25%
of the total municipal solid
waste generated annually. It
is Caroline County’s goal to far
exceed our mandated rate.

Caroline County Department of Public Works
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*Household shingles from homeowners only.
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RECYCLING OPTIONS

RECYCLING OPTIONS
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CONVENIENCE SITE LOCATIONS
CONVENIENCE SITE LOCATIONS

#1 BOWLING GREEN CONVENIENCE SITE

Located at front of Old Sanitary Landfill
18280 Lakewood Road
Bowling Green, VA 22427 								Directions

#2 L ADYSMITH CONVENIENCE SITE

18517 Green Road
Ruther Glen, VA 22546

								Directions

#3 ANIMAL SHELTER CONVENIENCE SITE

14086 Devils Three Jump Road
Ruther Glen, VA 22546									Directions

Caroline County Department of Public Works
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BOWLING GREEN
CONVENIENCE SITE

CONVENIENCE SITE LOCATIONS - CONTINUED
			Directions

#5 CORBIN CONVENIENCE SITE

6065 Widewake Drive
Woodford, VA 22580				

Directions

#6 SPARTA CONVENIENCE SITE

22065 Bagby Road
Bowling Green, VA 22427				

Directions

#7 PORT ROYAL CONVENIENCE SITE

25516 Tidewater Trail
Port Royal, VA 22535			

Caroline County Department of Public Works

Directions

CONVENIENCE SITE LOCATIONS

#4 DAWN CONVENIENCE SITE

31179 Old Dawn Road
Hanover, VA 23069
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OILS

WASTE OIL / CFL BULBS

USED OIL

CFLs

COMPACT FLUORESCENT BULBS

CAROLINE COUNTY RECYCLES SYNTHETIC,
PETROLEUM AND VEGETABLE BASED OILS.

MOST MAJOR HOME IMPROVEMENT RETAILERS
OFFER FREE RECYCLING COLLECTION.

According to the U.S. EPA, somewhere between 380
and 800 million gallons of waste oil are collected by
recyclers for reuse. Recycling and reusing used motor
oil is preferable to disposal and can provide great
environmental benefits. Recycled used motor oil can be
re-refined into new oil, processed into fuel oils, and used
as raw materials for the petroleum industry.

The EPA recommends that consumers take advantage of
available local recycling options for burnt-out bulbs.

Vegetable based oils can be recycled into bio-fuel or
heating oils.

Care must be taken to avoid breaking a CFL bulb. CFLs
contain a small amount of mercury sealed within the glass
tubing. When a bulb breaks in your home, some of this
mercury may be released as mercury vapor. To minimize
exposure to mercury vapor, EPA recommends that
residents follow the cleanup and disposal steps described
on this page.

RECYCLING BENEFITS

TIPS TO PREVENT BREAKING CFLs

•

•

•

Re-refining used oil takes only about one-third 		
the energy of refining crude oil to lubricant 		
quality.
It takes 42 gallons of crude oil, but only one 		
gallon of used oil, to produce 2 ½ quarts of new, 		
high-quality lubricating oil.
One gallon of used oil processed for fuel contains
about 140,000 British Thermal Units (BTUs) of 		
energy.

•
•
•
•

You can switch off and allow a working CFL bulb to
cool before handling.
You can handle CFL bulbs carefully to avoid 		
breakage.
If possible, screw/unscrew the CFL by holding the
plastic or ceramic base, not the glass tubing.
Gently screw in the CFL until snug. Do not 		
over-tighten.
Caroline County Department of Public Works
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TIRES

USED TIRES

$98

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT SCRAP TIRE STOCKPILES HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY 87% SINCE 1990
Sixty percent of the rubber consumed in the United States
is used to make tires. Raw materials used to make tires
include rubber (41 percent), carbon black (28 percent),
steel (15 percent) and other materials (16 percent).

TIRES ARE RECYCLED FOR:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tire-derived fuel (TDF)
Shredded rubber
Playground equipment
Floor mats
Carpet padding
Tracks & athletic surfaces

Waste Tires
The proper management of waste tires has been a major environmental concern in Virginia for decades. Recapping
of passenger and light truck tires, once a viable business utilizing millions of tires, has essentially ceased. Recycling
opportunities for waste tires were practically non-existent until the 1990’s. Dumping became commonplace because
landfilling was expensive (tires had to be cut apart before disposal). Tires were also dumped in hundreds of locations
throughout Virginia for erosion control purposes or temporary “storage,” awaiting the day when tires would be valuable
for their petroleum content. At one time it was estimated that there were over 1,300 tire piles in the state.

DEQ’s contracted cleanup of waste tire piles in the Commonwealth closed out in 2011 when funding was ended for
this program. DEQ continues to track illegal tire piles, and to oversee the recovery of millions of tires in locations
throughout the Commonwealth.
Caroline County accepts used tires at all seven of its waste convenience sites. There is no fee for non-commercial
customers to dispose of tires. However, citizens are limited to disposing no more than 4 tires per day. Tires over 36” are
considered to be commercial and must be cut in half.
Caroline County Department of Public Works

USED TIRES

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) began locating tire dumps with a comprehensive state-wide survey in
1993. That year, 731 piles containing over 17 million tires were identified, quantified and certified. Since then, almost
600 additional new piles (“new finds”) containing approximately 8 million tires have been located and documented. It
is unlawful to accumulate more than 100 waste tires on public or private property. New finds continue to be reported
even as existing tire piles are cleaned up. Illegal dumping incidents should be reported to the local police/sheriff offices
for investigation. Follow this link to see more tire dumping facts and what the Code of Virginia has to say.
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USED
SHINGLES

TREATED
LUMBER

TREATED LUMBER

ASPHALT SHINGLES

OPEN AIR BURNING

CCA, ACQ, MCQ, & CA

HOMEOWNER ONLY

BEFORE YOU BURN

All Caroline County convenience
sites accept pressure-treated woods
that have been weathered and will fit
into an open top container.

Household shingles are accepted
from homeowners only. The
shingles must be placed in a specific
container. Ask convenience site
attendants for more information.

State and local laws limit open
burning for public health and safety
reasons. Always know what and
when you can safely and legally burn.

SAFETY CONCERNS

FACTS

IS IT SAFE OR LEGAL

•

•

•

•

•

HAZARDOUS WASTE

OPEN
BURNING

•

•

Pressure-treated wood has been 		
around for over 70 years.
Chemicals used in the treatment
process may include various 		
forms of arsenate, copper, and 		
sodium borate.
You should never burn treated 		
wood.
Wear personal protection. 		
Sawdust from treated lumber can
be an irritant to the nose, eyes, 		
and skin.
Never use pressure-treated 		
lumber for cutting boards or as a
food preparation surface.

•

•

•

•

75% of all homes in North 		
America use asphalt shingles
Depending on the quality, asphalt
shingles typically last from 12-20
years.
11 million tons of asphalt shingle
waste is produced annually in the
U.S.
Every ton of shingles that is 		
recycled saves the equivalent of 1
barrel of oil from going to the 		
landfill.
Consider Metal roofing. It can 		
last 40-70 years, is more energy 		
efficient, and easier to recycle.

•
•

•

•

It is never legal to burn tires or 		
other hazardous materials.
Check for local ordinances before
you burn.
The State Air Pollution Control 		
Board’s regulations specifies 		
what materials may or may 		
not be burned and has seasonal 		
restrictions.
The Virginia Department of 		
Forestry also has specific open 		
burning restrictions.
Instead of burning, consider 		
reducing/reusing, recycling, 		
or making your own low-cost 		
mulch & fertilizer.

Caroline County Department of Public Works
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CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS AND TREE STUMPS
Only the Bowling Green convenience site excepts construction debris. Residents can dispose of
small amounts (no more than what would fill a 55 gallon drum) at no cost. Up to a pickup load of
contstruction debris may be disposed of by commercial customers for a fee. None of the Caroline
County convenience sites accept tree stumps. Both construction debris and tree stumps are accepted
at the Waste Management Landfill in King George County (540) 775-3123 and at the 623 Landfill in
Rockville, VA (804) 749-3805.

WANT MORE RECYCLING INFORMATION?
WWW.EARTH911.COM
Earth911 has a comprehensive recycling guide, database of recycling locations, and tons of useful
information on recycling and living green. For over twenty years, Earth911 has been a leading
authority on recycling - providing consumers and businesses with over 1.6 million ways to recycle
more than 350 different materials. If your looking to recycle a product, chances are Earth911 can
help. Visit Earth911 today to learn more.

RESOURCE LINKS USED IN THIS PUBLICATION
List of Convenience Sites and directions
https://co.caroline.va.us/276/Convenience-Sites
Environmental Protection Agency page on Cleaning up broken Compact Flourecent Bulbs
https://www.epa.gov/cfl/cleaning-broken-cfl#instructions

State Air Pollution Control Board - regulations
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Air/AirQualityPlans/OpenBurning.aspx
Virginia Department of Forestry - burning restrictions
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/fire/index.htm
Virginia Cooperative Extension - backyard composting ideas
https://pubs.ext.vt.edu/HORT/HORT-49/HORT-49-PDF.pdf

Earth911 - thousands of recycling tips, articles, and guides
http://www.earth911.com

Caroline County Department of Public Works

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality page dedicated to tire dumping laws and facts
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/LandProtectionRevitalization/
SolidHazardousWasteRegulatoryPrograms/WasteTires/ReportDumping.aspx

The Caroline County Department of Public Works
provides a variety of services to assure that residents
of, visitors to, and those who work in Caroline
County, are provided an enjoyable and safe quality
of life
JOSEPH C. SCHIEBEL - DIRECTOR

CAROLINE COUNTY DEPARTMENT
OF PUBLIC WORKS
P.O. Box 424
12613 Mill Creek Road
Ruther Glen, VA 22546
Phone: (804) 633-4386
Fax: (804) 633-9558

